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 facts about St Patrick and his day!! 

1. St. Patrick was not Irish. He was from Wales.  

 

2. Guinness sales soar on St. Patrick’s Day.  

Recent figures show that 5.5 million pints of the 

black stuff are downed around the world every 

day. On St. Patrick’s Day that figure is doubled.  

 

3. Traditionally, every year, the Irish leader 

hands a crystal bowl of shamrocks over to the US 

President. The shamrock grown in Kerry is       

immediately destroyed by the Secret Service after 

the exchange.  

 

4. The humble shamrock was originally a teaching 

tool. St. Patrick is said to have used the         three

-leaved plant to explain the Holy Trinity (Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit) to the pagan Irish.  

 

5. The resting place of Saint Patrick  
Down Cathedral in the town of Downpatrick,  

Co Down, is thought to contain St. Patrick’s  

remains and, according to legend, he lies beside 

Saints, Columcille and Brigit.  

 

Happy St Patricks day everyone  
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Travellers rights protest outside the dail 

Cllr Sinead Burke and Michael Doyle supporting Travellers 

rights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Toibin and manager Michael McDonagh supporting 

Traveller rights  protest outside the Dail. SF leader Gerry 

spoke to 

the 

crowds. 

Beir bua!  
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Traveller pride: our place in the 1916  rising!!  

We are looking for any stories relating to the time around the   

1916 rising. Photos, stories or where your families were      

living. Did your parents or grandparents ever talk or tell you 

any stories about their contribution to the rising ? This is all 

for a project by Involve Youth  Project Meath for the          

centenary  celebrations. If you have any photos or stories 

don't hesitate to drop into the Meath travellers workshop!! Or 

you could contact us on email, adminntw@eircom.net 
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We started back in the New Year. The inmates were delighted to see 

us and were full of ideas. One said our session was “The only bit of 

sanity you get, coming up here and having a chat”.  

 

We chatted about what they would like to learn more about in this 

term. With it being the 100 years since 1916, the group came up with 

an idea to put on a play to 

mark Traveller involvement 

in the Rising. We talked to 

the governor and he was 

happy to support this and 

the prison drama group said 

they would help if they could, 

they explained were very 

busy  already with a 1916 

play they were  putting on 

too. Nell had written and 

produced the play Wedding 

Bells  before, so we have the 

expertise in our group to do 

most of it ourselves. However, time constraints meant that we had to 

drop the idea of the drama, but continued talking about the relevance 

of 1916 to Travellers. 

 

In another session we were joined by one of the Teachers from the 

school, he wanted to meet with the group and talk about what are the 

barriers to Travellers attending the school. We were delighted to hear 

that 8 out of the 9 in the group were already attending the school, 

some had started as a result of our encouraging them in our sessions. 

The group gave the Teacher a few ideas to consider and he said he 

learnt a lot from the inmates. 



5  

Good luck Andrew! Who was one of the original group from way 

back in the autumn of 2014. He popped in to say goodbye and 

thanked us for our support. We were pleased to hear that he had 

the support of his family, a place to live and he had a job lined up 

already! We wished him all the best and invited him to visit us in 

Navan anytime, he’d be more than welcome! 

 

The number attending the main group sessions in the Training 

wing do go up and down, but last week we had to get in extra 

chairs! There is benefit in coming even if its only one session, as 

there is something to take away with you each week. The MTW 

staff would all 

agree that we 

learn stuff too! 

 

As well as the 

main Traveller 

(and friends) 

group, this term 

we also worked on 

the ‘Vulnerable’ 

wing. This group is 

quite small, which is good, because we don’t want any inmates to 

feel vulnerable! Lads on this wing are aged 18-21, they are the lads 

who can’t cope in the main population, they might be more at risk 

of self harming or being bullied. We run the same Programme as 

we did with the under 18’s, who we worked with up until Christ-

mas. Two of the lads had done our Programme before, they had 

turned 18, been moved into the main Prison and felt very exposed 

and ‘vulnerable’. Its good that the staff recognise this and that 

there are supports there for these lads. The two lads were enthusi-

astic about seeing us again and shared with the other lads what 

they had been doing with us previously. We are trying to adapt the   

Programme to make sure it feels fresh and new to them too. The 

MTW team are great at being flexible and full of ideas, so not a 

bother to us! 
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Training 

Nine of our CE participants have just completed 

three Modules of a Career preparation course. We 

are sure they will all receive Fetac Certificates for all 

the work they put in to the course. Midas Training 

group provided the training and all the participants 

felt the tutor was excellent. We would like to thank 

Kay and Mari from Midas for all the work they put 

into running the course and hope to work with them 

again in the future. 

 

Vacancies 

We are currently trying to fill one position on our 

scheme. The position is for a receptionist and if you 

are interested please send your eligibility form from 

the DSP to MTW, care of Peter Martin. 

We would like to give a big mention to Tom Mc 

Donnell, our resident Tin smith on the project. Tom 

will be leaving the Scheme in April due to               

retirement. Tom has been a great asset to the         

organisation over the last six years and will be 

greatly missed by all the Management and staff at 

NTW. All the best in the future Tom and enjoy your 

retirement. 
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Peace and justice week St Michaels Loreto      

Convent Navan 
 

Sinead, Theresa and Sandra attended a local school 

in Navan  

When asked how they got on, they said 

 
“We attended a school and talked to 2nd year students about     

Travellers for their Peace and Social Justice Week. Our aim 

of the talk was to find out if the students knew anything 

about Travellers and also their opinions on Travellers. We 

would share our knowledge to give them a better under-

standing of Travellers. We had a very enjoyable experience 

and the staff and students were very welcoming and made 

us feel at home. It was great to hear  what they already 

knew and they were very interested in what we had to say, 

even the teachers were very interested and were very 

friendly. We were a bit 

nervous when we first 

started but Sinead 

helped us to calm our 

nerves. On the Friday 

we felt able to run the 

sessions without Sinead. 

We also taught them 

some “cant” words and 

had a great laugh with 

the students.  

We loved been in St 

Michaels Loreto and 

hope to go back next 
Teresa and Sinead ready for their day of teaching!  
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Involve Youth Project Meath 

Spring 2016 

Involve Meath has been very busy since we came back in January 

with our Show Racism the Red Card project started, St Patrick's Day 

preparations and a funding application sent into Erasmus+ for an   

Exchange trip with an Italian Youth Group. 

Our “Show Racism the Red Card” project this is using the format of  

a song to get our Anti-racism message across. The junior group have 

adapted a pop song with the senior group taking on the job of     

making the video to accompany it. We will again enter the National 

competition that  over 300 schools and youth projects participate in 

every year. We were the successful Youth Category winners in 2013 

and 2015. Best of luck to all our young people in the competition. 

We plan to walk again in this years  St Patrick's Day parade with the 

young  people busy making costumes, masks and props. We are sure 

we will be a very colorful entry that will amuse and inspire the 

crowds. 

We have applied to Erasmus + for an exchange between our group 

and an Italian group called La Fenice in Northern Italy. The plan is for 

them to visit us in June and us to meet them on their shores in      

August. Fingers crossed our application will be successful and we will 

soon have some new Italian friends and a better sense of being   

European Citizens. 
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We have welcomed Karen Power to our Youth Work team since     

January. Karen is a 3rd Year Youth and Community student in Dundalk 

Institute of Technology. Her enthusiasm and Youth Work capabilities 

have been a great addition to the team and the young people have 

taken to her greatly. We will also extend a warm welcome to Paddy 

Gavin our new CE Worker who starts with us this week. We are sure he 

will get on great with the staff and young people alike. 

In our Youth Clubs we have also done a Wii Tournament, Pancake  

making, Lego Club , FAI football league, mother's day crafts and     drop

-in to name but a few things since we came back in January. 
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You have to vote !!! 
 
It looks like we could be heading for another vote by the end of the 
year, its important travellers are heard  you need to get your word 
out there but also its not only travellers that have to vote everyone 
should vote. 
 

U need to register first before you can vote.                 
Application forms for inclusion on the Electoral        
Register, Special Voters List, Postal Voters List and the 
amended Electoral Register are available from            
post offices and public  libraries.  
You can also get the forms on www.checktheregister.ie 
 

Make sure you vote its very important !!! 
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Meath travellers workshops are always proud to support the 
Navan Shamrock festival  


