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John joined us from Trinity College and we learned from each other  

My name is John Parnell, I am a mature student studying social science and 

social work in Trinity College in Dublin. I have just completed a nine week work 

placement with the Meath Travellers Workshop (MTW) in Navan. While I was 

based in Navan my time was split between MTW and the Involve youth Group 

in Trim, summer work placement is a requirement as part of completing my 

course.  

Last year I worked in Beaufort House Nursing Home in Navan and in Septem-

ber we will be sent on another and the same in 2016. The idea is to give the 

student as wide an experience as possible through working in varied environ-

ments prior to completing the course and taking up employment. 

I really enjoyed working in MTW and met some very interesting people. There 

is a good team in MTW under the leadership of Michal McDonagh who manag-

es the centre on a day to day basis, Michael holds a university degree and has 

unique knowledge regarding Traveller history and culture. He is backed up 

Anne Hyland who is the full time admin worker, you could equate to the Roy 

Keane of MTW as everything passes through her, Peter Martin is the full time 

CE supervisor who ensures everything is running smoothly in all the various 

projects MTW are involved in and is responsible for over twenty CE staff being 

taught a variety of new skills through MTW. Ellen (Nell) McDonagh, Michael’s 

wife works part time looking after community and cultural issues as does 

Sinead Burke who has just finished her time in office as the Mayor of Navan, 

Sinead is the information officer. 

Sinead is currently involved in promoting the fact that Meath Travellers Work-

shop is FIFTY YEARS OLD this year and celebrations are planned from August 

onwards to mark this fantastic achievement. LOOK OUT FOR DETAILS. The 

celebration will reach their peak in November with a Celebration ball in the 

Headfort Arms Hotel in Kells with a great night of culture and entertainment 

promised, just a wee plug, tickets are available from Anne in the MTW office in 

Navan. 
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However MTW are involved in 

much more than this.  

MTW offer a wide range of child 

care services managed by Marie 

McDonagh. The workshops also 

provide community services, em-

ployment and enterprise training, 

primary health care programmes, 

youth work and the living history 

programme promotin               

Traveller history and culture 

throughout Ireland and displaying 

skills such as tin-smithing by Tom 

who is a master craftsman in pro-

ducing goods by hand made out 

of nothing but tin. 

It was hard to leave MTW at the 

end of my placement as I made 

many new friends and it was a 

great experience working there.  

I would recommend it to anyone wishing to work as a volunteer to help in the 

community or to any student like me who wants to learn about different as-

pects of culture and  history within Irish society.  

Well for me its back to the books now, just  received a list of three we have 

to have read before going back in September. One thing is for sure, I learned 

a lot through MTW and will not lose touch with my new friends. 

 

John Parnell, welcome back anytime!  
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Prison Links is back in September 

The Traveller Prison Links Programme came to an end in May. We 

handed out of certificates and celebrated the achievements of the 

group who together created a booklet called ‘I am a Traveller in Pris-

on’ a book of short stories written by the inmates about their first day 

in Prison. This booklet will give readers an insight into life in Prison 

and also it might put off someone at risk, who might end up in Prison.  

The inmates enjoyed sharing their stories and they were very honest 
about their fears at the time. The stories aren’t all doom and gloom 
though, some would make you laugh too. The booklet will be       
available to all Traveller organisations and Community Based Foroige  
projects like NYPD Navan Young Peoples Development Project in 
Navan. 
The booklet will also be available in Navan Library and the Prison   
Library’s to give Travellers something culturally attractive and of      
interest to them to read and maybe practice their reading skills? Sad-
ly, there is very little reading material available about Travellers. We 
are hopefully providing not only an enjoyable book, but also one 
which might prevent other Travellers, and non-Travellers too, ending 
up inside Prison. 
Our final two sessions were with Staff, Management and Services   
inside Wheatfield. The people who joined us for these sessions see 
the importance of better culture awareness and there being more 
help available to Travellers inside and outside the Prison. We will be 
working with the National Traveller Prison Initiative TPI and the     
Probation service to hopefully get our Programme repeated all over 
Ireland and to highlight some of the issues that we have come across 
during our time in Prison, at least we get to go home each day! 
The report for our first year of the pilot programme was described by 

our funders St Stephens Green Trust as, “the report is one of the best 
I’ve ever received here not just in terms of the very positive outcomes but 
your approach to the report” We are delighted that we will be getting 

our second year of funding and will be back inside Wheatfield Place 
of Detention in September. Well done team MTW!!  
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The Traveller Living History Celebration was hosted by Offaly Traveller 

Movement with record 

attendance. 100 people 

crowded the exhibit to 

hear Michael Mc 

Donagh of TV fame 

speak of Traveller histo-

ry and identity.  

‘’I am here to cause con-

fusion’’ he quipped.  

‘’Many people, Travel-

lers among them think 

that Travellers are dis-

placed small holders from the Famine times, but history suggests that Trav-

ellers have a far older history.’’   

His talk brings us back into the history of Ireland dating back before the 

flight of the earls, and indeed brings us back to the early settlers of Ireland. 

There are tantalising clues, 

historic references to 

‘counterfeit Egyptians’ and 

DNA clues as shown in the 

programme ‘The Blood of 

the Travellers’ which found 

shared DNA lineage between 

bog bodies and some Travel-

lers. The earliest known ref-

erence to Tinceir or tin work-

er goes back to the 1100’s.  

 

Offaly Traveller Pride Week Event– 18th June  



 

 

As a language, Cant, the language of Travellers, is closest to Old Irish which 

Michael informed us is pre-1200’s.  

Irish history still 

holds many sur-

prises.  Michael’s 

talk opened up 

many new things 

for consideration 

such as the num-

ber of Traveller 

men who fought 

for crown and 

harp in the 

different wars as 

well as the tanta-

lising glimpses of a Traveller history that extends back hundreds of years 

into Irish life, and one which is not always known about. 

  

Offaly Traveller Pride week 
event was funded by the 
Department of Justice & 
Equality and administered 
via Offaly County Council.  
The project was coordinat-
ed by Offaly Traveller 
Movement. 

 

Thank you to all who came 
and celebrated with us.  

Offaly Traveller Pride Week Event– 18th June  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Angels Childcare Service 

CYWS Hall, Fairgreen, Navan 

 

Monday  to  Friday 

Pre school 9:15am – 12:15pm  

After school and home work club 2-6pm 

It is time to register for September 2015 

 

Free ECCE Preschool places available 

Childcare is subsidized by the Subvention Scheme,& Government  

FREE Childcare Scheme.  

If you would like more information or to book your place, please 

contact; Marie on 046-9027801 



 Summer jokes for kids  

What did the pig say on a hot summer day?- I’m 

bacon! 
 

What do sheep do on sunny days? Have a baa-baa-

cue 
 

What does a bee do when its hot? takes of his    

yellow jacket 
 

When do you go at red and stop at green? When 

you’re eating a watermelon.  
 

Why do bananas use sunscreen? Because they peel  

What race is never run? A swimming race. 
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This year is the 
50

TH
 Anniversary of Meath 

Travellers Workshops,     
making it the longest run-
ning Traveller organisation 
in the country. 

 As part of the celebrations the 
Workshops are producing a                  
photographic book documenting 
Traveller life in County Meath over 
the past 50 years. The book will 
illustrate the progression of Travel-
ler life over this time as well as 
chronicling how Meath has 
changed both the physically and socially. 

Meath Travellers Workshops would like to invite members of the public 
who may have relevant photographs to submit them for inclusion in this 
celebratory social project.  Although the  Workshops have a large in 
house photo archive, there is always room for more special photographs. 
All photos would be credited and returned to their owners. The resulting 
book will be on sale later in the year. 

 Along side the production of the 
book, MTW will also be hosting a      
special Gala dinner on November 
12th, tickets are available 
on www.eventbrite.ie 

  

If you would like a photograph in-
cluded in this important book, 
please call the Workshops on 046 
9027801 or 
email infontw@eircom.net 

 Page 8 

Meath Travellers Workshops 50
th
 Anniversary Book – Putting Meath Trav-

ellers in the picture  

Members of the original committee 

Michael and Ellen at a conference in 

Turkey 

http://www.eventbrite.ie/
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Did you know?  

Meath Travellers Workshops is the longest running Traveller led           
organisation in the country, which was first established in 1965 as St 
Jude’s Committee. We have changed our name over the years to         
reflect the advancements 
within the organisation. 

The committee was origi-
nally set up in 1963. The 
main thrust of the work of 
the Committee at this 
stage, was focusing on try-
ing to meet the basic 
needs of the   Travellers in 
the area. 

In the late seventies, the 
Committee’s philosophy 
changed to one of Com-
munity Development. It 
was time to work alongside 
Travellers to   facilitate them to identify their own needs and to formulate 
strategies. The focus now is mainly on educating and facilitating Travel-
lers to get more involved and participate in their own self-determination. 
Today, our work expands countywide and indeed nationally and  interna-
tionally. 

Meath Travellers’ Workshops, 
as we are now known, works 
as a partnership of Travellers 
and Settled people working 
together to improve the so-
cial, cultural and economic 
situation of Travellers. 

Today, the Workshops have a 
strong reputation in preserv-
ing and       promoting Travel-
ler culture and heritage, advo-
cating and championing  
Traveller rights and issues and working with Traveller prison inmates. 

Young people enjoy a day out in the 1980’s 

Just some of our MTW Super heroes 
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 What our staff are looking forward to in the summer? 

Peter Martin-I’m looking forward to going to France for 2 

weeks, no phones, no TV, no computers 

Ann Hyland– I’m looking forward to camping, there is    

nothing nicer than sleeping under the canvas 

Mary Kierans– looking forward to landscaping my garden 

Martin Stokes– looking forward to taking holidays 

Anthony Burke-I’m looking forward to going on holidays to 

Cyprus  

Theresa Rattigan– I’m looking forward to a weeks holiday 

in Spain with my husband 

Brian Mongan– I’m looking forward to bringing my little 

nephew to Disneyland  

Kay McCabe- better weather and time off 

Francis D’arcy– is looking forward to going to County 

Clare with her family 

Michael Doyle– looking forward to going on holidays and 

getting good weather 

Michael McDonagh– looking forward to spending time 

with the grand kids and a very happy and peaceful summer 

Sinead Burke—Looking 

forward to the phone not 

ringing as much and  

putting some shape on 

my garden!  
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Beat the heat and sun 

 Never leave infants, children, or pets in a parked car, 

even if the windows are 

cracked open. 

 Dress infants and children in 

loose, lightweight, light– col-

oured clothing. 

 Schedule outdoor activities 

carefully, for morning and 

evening hours. 

 Stay cool with cool showers or 

baths. 

 Seek medical care immediate if your child has symptoms 

of heat-related illness. 

 Cover up. Clothing that covers your and your child's skin 

helps protect against UV rays. 

Use sunscreen with at least SPF (sun protection factor)  

 

When going to crowded events such as fairs and in parks it 

can increase the risk of your child becoming separated from 

the family. It is best to let everyone know a special meeting 

place so you all know what to do in this situation. For add-

ed safety, you could write your phone number on their arm 

and cover it with spray on plaster or nail varnish so it 

doesn't wash off during the day.  

http://www.cdc.gov/extremeheat/warning.html
http://www.cdc.gov/extremeheat/warning.html


 

Involve Youth Project Meath started their community Gar-

den in their Project in Castle Meadows Community Centre 

in Trim this Summer. The young people have been using 

the centre for almost a year now and were very keen to put 

their own stamp on it. Thanks to receiving pint from the 

Dulux Paint Your Community initiative and funding from 

the Youth Club Grant from the LMETB (Louth Meath Edu-

cation and Training Board) this was made possible this 

year. So far they have painted half of the very large Garden 

wall and with the expertise of Trim Men's Shed have built a 

vegetable garden, which they hope to have as a bio diverse 

garden with a compost bin, Bug motel and Butterfly House. 

We know this will be a very successful project and we     

cannot wait to see what we can grow and cook from our Veg-

etable patch. We will be keeping you posted.  

 

Youth Update 



 

Congratulations 

and welcome to 

the two newest 

members of the 

Youth Work  

department:  

Stephen Gavin 

and Marie  

Griffin, welcome 

to the team!   




