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  Christmas 2014 

The Man Behind the Story of  Santa 
Claus 

St. Nicholas was a Bishop who lived in the fourth century AD 

in a place called Myra in Asia Minor 

(now called Turkey). He was a very rich 

man because his parents died when he 

was young and left him a lot of  money. 

He was also a very kind man and had a 

reputation for helping the poor and giv-

ing secret gifts to people who needed it. 

There was a poor man who had three 

daughters. He was so poor, he did not 

have enough money for a dowry, so his 

daughters could not marry. One night, 

Nicholas secretly dropped a bag of  gold 

down the chimney. The bag fell into a stocking that had been 

hung by the fire to dry! This was repeated later with the second 

daughter.  

Finally, determined to discover the person who had given him 

the money, the father secretly hid by the fire every evening until 

he caught Nicholas dropping in a bag of  gold. Nicholas begged 

the man to not tell anyone what he had done, because he did 

not want to bring attention to himself. But soon the news got 

out and when anyone received a secret gift, it was thought that 

maybe it was from Nicholas.  

Because of  his kindness Nicholas was made a Saint. St. Nicho-

las is not only the saint of  children but also of  sailors! 

One story tells of  him helping some sailors that were caught in 

a dreadful storm off  the coast of  Turkey. The storm was raging 

around them and all the men were terrified that their ship 

would sink beneath the giant waves. They prayed to St. Nicho-

las to help them. Suddenly, he was standing on the deck before 

them. He ordered the sea to be calm, the storm died away, and 
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  COLOURING COMPETITION 

We here at MTW  are holding a colouring competition this Christmas to try 

and find the best at colouring in the whole area!! 

At the back of this newsletter you will find a picture of Santa Claus himself 

that needs colouring in!! 

Closing date for entries is Friday the 19th December all entries to be 

dropped into us here at Meath Travellers Workshops. 

Don't forget to include your name, age, address and phone number on the 

back of your picture. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone's pictures, so get colouring!! 

Our Heritage worker Bernard wishes everyone a fantastic 

Christmas—his favourite thing about the holiday? Presents!  
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There will be interviews held shortly for 2 different  

positions on C E here at Meath Travellers Workshops. 

One position in Maintenance 

 One position in Cultur  

These positions will start in January 

   For further info contact: 

  Peter @ 046-9027801 or 

               ntwcommunityemployment@gmail.com 

Our tea lady / jack of all trades Ann is really looking  

forward to having a rest over the Christmas break!  



Page 4 Meath Travellers Workshops  

Don't forget if you are looking for work, courses or any help  

regarding employment 

Please do not hesitate to call: 

LEISA COLLIGAN: Employment Support Facilitator 

Meath Travellers Employment Initiative 

c/o 60 Academy St, Navan. 

 Tel: 086-3891187  

mtei@eircom.net  /  www.mtei.info 

  We are holding our annual Christmas Mass 

     on Monday December 15th 

   In St Anne's Chapel Trimgate St. 

    (beside St Marys Church) 

    @6.30pm  

We are inviting all friends and family of MTW to join us for this     

lovely Christmas  

     Blessing, which will feature a nativity play        

by the Involve Youth 

Group  

 

Looking forward to 

seeing you all! 
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Going from Strength to Strength  

Meath Travellers began working with Traveller prisoners in Wheatfield 

prison in September.  

This is a pilot ground breaking project which has never been carried out 

in an Irish prison before. MTW staff are visiting the prison once a week 

and working with a great group of lads. They learn about Traveller his-

tory and heritage. We also discuss prejudice and racism and the effect 

this has on their lives. The main theme 

of the project is encouraging Traveller 

prisoners to take the educational op-

portunities available in prison. So far so 

good, members of the groups have 

started enrolling in school classes in 

the prison and they seem to be enjoy-

ing it.  

Unfortunately, some members are get-

ting on so well they have started to be 

released so the group is regularly open 

to new members as spaces arise.  

Part of the programme is working with prison staff and services. We have 

had two sessions so far with the prison staff, explaining and discussing 

Traveller culture and exploring how relationships between staff and pris-

oners can be improved. This is going very well also.  

This first term finished in the prison at the start of December, where par-

ticipants received a certificate and sang songs as a Christmas celebra-

tion. We will be picking up again in January for the second term of this 

new important piece of work for MTW.  

Word is getting out about the impact this work is having and already we 

have been approached to roll out this programme to other prisons includ-

ing the women’s centre, Dochas. Sadly there is a big demand for this pro-

gramme so it’s certainly going to be part of our work for the foreseeable 

future.  
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OUR FAVOURITE THINGS ABOUT CHRISTMAS & 

WHAT SANTA IS GOING TO BRING US... 

These 2 lovely girls are Taiwo and Kehimde and they are 

twins. Taiwo would like some princess dolls for Christmas. 

Kehimde’s favourite toys are dinosaurs so hopefully Santa 

might bring her some at Christmas!! 

This handsome boy is Lee and he is really looking for-

ward to Christmas. He likes to play and have a lovely 

time at pre-school. He loves racing cars and is hoping 

Santa will bring some for him to play with !!! 

Welcoming Ife. She is a very quiet girl and loves to play 

with dolls. She wrote that she would like a Frozen Prin-

cess  doll on her list for Santa.  We are sure that Santa 

will bring her one as she was very good all year!! 

This is Aaron and he loves to smile. His favourite thing to 

have is sweets. He is really looking forward to Christmas 

and  will have loads of fun and games with his family!! 



  

Hello Andrew. He is a very happy boy and loves to talk 

and play with his friends here at Little Angels. He 

would like Santa to bring him a tablet for Christmas 

and some other toys. He was extra good this year for 

his mammy and daddy !! 

This is Josephine. She is a very pretty girl that loves to 

chat. She hopes Santa brings her a talking dog.  She loves 

to eat chocolate and play with balloons .  

Poor Anita is sick 

so Patrick very 

kindly stepped in 

to help produce 

this year’s Christ-

mas  

Newsletter… a 

Hero!  

Thanks a million 

Patrick!  

Christmas Emergency!  

C:/Documents and Settings/Owner/My Documents/ANITA


Breaking News! Navan is in the final 3 of RTE’s search for Ire-
land’s most Christmassy town—Fingers crossed we win!!! 

On Friday evening last, Navan Mayor, Cllr Sinead Burke, officially launched the 
Navan Christmas Experience, a collaboration of local businesses, community 
groups, the Chamber of Commerce and the Navan Municipal Authority encour-
aging people to shop local this season and enjoy everything Navan has to offer.  

The evening had a huge turnout from local businesses who were eager to join 
the campaign. The launch was held in the Central. 

Mayor Burke said, "We are going to be as busy as Santa's Elves in the 

coming weeks encouraging Navan shoppers to buy locally, celebrate lo-

cally and generally get into the spirit of things in the best shopping desti-

nation in the North East. The Christmas lights go on Friday 28th Novem-

ber for the official start of the Christmas 

 So what's happening???... 

 

In short, loads! Santa has a naughty and nice list. We have an amazing  

attractions list. 

A sample from our selection box of treats include: 

HUGE Christmas Trees at Kennedy Place and the Town Hall. 

Live animal crib on Kennedy Place... No lions and tigers, just cuddly lambs 

and grumpy donkeys 

Festive Christmas Market on Civic Plaza.... Grab a loved one and wander 

with a hot chocolate 

The traditional crib on 

Trimgate Street... Christmas 

wouldn't be the same with-

out it 

Check out the Navan 

Christmas video “Navan 

Christmas Experience” 

on Facebook!   

So plenty for you and the 

family to enjoy this Christ-

mas in Navan!!! 
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Involve Youth Group Very Busy at Christmas! 

The Involve Youth group who work 

out of Meath Travellers Workshops 

premises in Navan and Trim are 

always extremely busy, however 

things have really stepped up in 

the last few weeks as the group 

started their Christmas activities.  

Fundraising activities  were com-

bined with arts and crafts when the 

group put together “Build your own 

Snowman” kits and sold them at lo-

cal fairs and online. Not only are 

these kits very cute they are also 

delicious! Contact the group and 

place your orders on their  

Facebook page.  

They are also practicing lines and 

getting their costumes ready to per-

form a nativity play at the Meath 

Travellers Mass on Monday 15th in 

St Annes Church.  

Do you want to build a Snowman?  

 

 

 

Eagle eyed people in 

Trim will have seen the 

fantastic windows some 

of the group decorated 

for the season, great 

work lads!   
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The 11 Money Saving Steps of Christmas 

1.       Make a list of what you need to buy. Divide it into the  
following categories, food, clothes and socialising 
2.       Prioritise- if you had only a limited amount of money, 
what would you cut from this list? Work down through the list 
numbering items in order of importance as you go down 
3.       Try to estimate how much money you expect to spend on 
each of these items 
4.       If the amount is very large, look at each individual item. 
How can you reduce the cost? 
5.       What is the figure now? Hopefully a more manageable 
figure. 
6.       Keep going until you get a figure you are comfortable 
with. 
7.       This is now the amount of money you have decided you 
need for Christmas 
8.       If you have been able to put aside a few euro during the 
year to meet this additional cost, well done. Will it be enough 
to cover the cost you planned for? 
9.       If you have not been able to put aside any money, or if 
what you have saved is not enough, then you have a choice,  
either you cut down on the amount you intend to spend again, 
until your savings can cover it, or you may decide to borrow. 
10.   Try not to base your plans on the basis of a payment that 
you are not absolutely certain you will get – only factor in the 
money you can rely on getting. 

11.   Try and get the best value you can when shopping for gifts – 
look for special offers, three for two deals and so on. Stick to cash 
if possible. Keep your receipts in case something is not right and 

needs to be returned. Work from your list and stick to it.  
Remember the shops only close for one or two days max so no 

need to stockpile food. 
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Colouring Competition—see page 2 for details and get colouring!  



We here at Meath Travellers would like to wish all our 

family and friends a very peaceful and happy  

Christmas. Hopefully Santa will come to you all.  

We look forward to all the exciting times ahead for us 

here at MTW.   

Also thank you for all your continued support over the 

year and hopefully next year too!!! 

Mince Pies Recipe  
Pastry: 225g plain flour, 125g 

caster sugar, 100g ground al-

monds,125g margarine, 1 egg and 

a little water if needed. 

Filling: 450g mincemeat 

Icing sugar to finish . 

 

1. Preheat oven to 
200°C/400°F/Gas 6. Lightly grease 
patty/bun tins. 

2. Put flour, sugar and ground almonds into a mixing bowl and mix well to-
gether. 

3. Rub margarine through the dry ingredients. Add the egg and water, if re-
quired and mix to a soft dough. 

4. Turn onto a lightly floured board and gently knead.. 

5. Roll pastry on a floured board and cut rounds with a cutter to fit greased 
bun/patty tins. Put a teaspoon of mincemeat in each and cut a ‘lid’ from re-
maining pastry to put on top. Bake for about 15 minutes or until golden 
brown. 

6. Dust with icing sugar. 


