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  Prison Links Project  

MTW began their new Prison Links programme on 

Tuesday 9th September in Wheatfield Prison. The 

Programme is in two parts, Staff, Management and 

Services Training and also working with the Trav-

eller inmates. The first two days were spent work-

ing with prison staff.  

Our first two days  helped Prison staff have the skills and knowledge to under-

stand and communicate more effectively with Travellers. It included looking at 

their understanding of who Travellers are and their perceptions of where Travel-

lers come from and how this informs how they interact with Travellers.  

In October we begin working with the Prisoners directly. The main aim of this 

part of the training is to encourage Traveller inmates to use their time in the Prison 

System in a positive and productive way and also prepare them for leaving prison 

and also for living in the wider community, with an aim to prevent re-offending. 

We will be with the checking in with prison staff over the next 9 months to see 

how our training has taken effect. Our prisoner and staff sessions run from Sep-

tember until March next year. The final months of the programme will see MTW 

working with the inmates to put together material for the prison library. 

The staff involved in this project are Michael, Ellen, Sinead and Anne. This is the 

first time such a programme has been run in an Irish prison so we know its very 

important we do a good job!! 
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Little Angels  

 
Childcare Service 

CYWS Hall, Fairgreen, Navan 
 

It is time to register for September 2014 
For 

         Pre school            9.15am -12.15pm  

Home-work Club      2- 6pm 

 

FREE ECCE PLACES AVAILABLE!!!! 
 

Childcare is subsidized by the  

subvention scheme, and government 

free childcare scheme. If you would 

like more info or to book your place 

please contact; 

Marie on 046-9027801 
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  Meath Primary Health Care News 

This month we said goodbye to our  

Community Development Health Worker 

Louise Levins. 

We here at Meath Travellers Workshops 

wish her all the best and good luck in her 

future endeavours!!!  

   Vacancy available 

       

    There is currently a vacancy available on C.E  as a  

 Library Assistant in St Patricks Library Navan. 

 

   Anyone wishing to apply for this position please contact: 

  

   Peter at Meath travellers Workshops  

    On 046-9027801 

 

     WITCHES HOVEL 

Following on from the success of last years “Witches Hovel” 

which took place in Navan Shopping Centre, we will be hosting 

the event again this year this time in the centre but in a differ-

ent space. So we look forward to seeing you all this year again 

and we guarantee even more fun, spookiness and frights for you 

all to enjoy!!! 

The dates are yet to be 

confirmed but we will let 

you all know as soon as possible!!! 

 

Keep an eye on Facebook for more news and up-

dates! “Witches Hovel” 
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Meath Heritage Week  

    Living History Project  

Places we have been so far: 

May:         August: 

 Dunderry May 11th      Moynalty 10th 

 Nobber  May 18th       Muff 12th  

         Dun-Laoighre 17th 

June:         Cooley 24th  

 Trim Hay Making Festival 15th  

 Carlow Travellers 17th     Still to come...September: 

 Bray/Wicklow 19th    National Ploughing Championships 23-25th 

 Ballybeg / Waterford 25th    

                                        

July: 

 Ballinasloe/ Loughrea 1st 

 Ballyjamesduff  12th 

 Sligo 14th      

In  conjunction with Meath Heritage Week,  Meath Travellers Workshops 

hosted an exhibition of the “ Living History Project” on the Civic Plaza in Au-

gust. The exhibit,  which is a re-enactment of Traveller life in the 1950’s in-

cluded the barrel-top wagon, shelter-tent 

and tin-smith display and a live tins 

smith demonstration. 

The exhibit received coverage in the na-

tional papers and was a great success. We 

had fantastic engagement with the public 

who were very interested in stopping to 

have a chat and share their own memo-

ries on Traveller visits years ago.    



Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance 2014  

 

 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

What you need to know about the allowance: 

 

 

Rules: 

You may qualify for the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance if you are: 

 Getting a social welfare payment (including Family Income Supplement) or a Health Service Executive payment, or 

 Taking part in an approved employment scheme (back to work scheme) including JobBridge or 

 Taking part in a recognised education or training course, or 

 Involved in an Area Partnership Scheme, or 

 Attending a SOLAS, Fáilte Ireland or LES training scheme 

Your child must be aged between 4-17 on or before 30 September 2014. If they are aged between 18-22 they must be 

in full-time second-level education in a recognised school or college. 

 

 

How to apply 

The scheme is open from 1 June to 30 September 2014. The scheme is now open. 

Application forms are available online (pdf). You can also get an application form in all social welfare offices and Intreo 

centres, via SMS (text “Form BTSCFA” followed by your name and address to 51909) or you may email the Department 

atBSCFA@welfare.ie. 

 

Where to apply 

Completed application forms with supporting documentation should be returned to: 

Department of Social Protection 

Po Box 131 

Letterkenny 

Co Donegal 

Or LoCall 1890 66 22 44      

  

Don’t Forget the Closing Date is September 30th!  

 

 

Changes in 2014 

In 2014 the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance is no longer paid to children aged 18 and over who are in third-level educa-

tion. It is paid for those aged 18-22 who are in second-level education only, not in third-level education. 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/employment/unemployment_and_redundancy/employment_support_schemes/schemes_to_support_employment.html
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/employment/unemployment_and_redundancy/employment_support_schemes/national_internship_scheme.html
http://www.fas.ie/en/
http://www.failteireland.ie/
http://www.welfare.ie/en/pdf/BTSCFA.pdf
mailto:%20BSCFA@welfare.ie


 

TIPS FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN HEADING TO SCHOOL:  

 

1: It’s pretty likely that your child will be a bit scared, but too 

nervous to say it. Invent a secret signal with your child – like 

pinching their little finger, or squeezing their hand three times 

– which means ‘I love you’. It’s a special and private thing that 

will reassure them as you let them go, whilst also avoiding any 

embarrassment. 

 

2:  Don’t give your child a drink for lunch that they can’t 

open themselves Also, any ‘strange’ or ‘new’ food, however 

convenient it might be should probably be avoided.  

 

3:  Make sure the teacher has at least two correct numbers to call you, in case something happens. 

It won’t happen, but just in case. 

 

4:  If your child has an inhaler, make sure the teacher knows about it, and put a sticker or tag on it 

with instructions for the teacher. 

 

5: Meet and chat to at least one ‘new’ parent. You’ll have a lot in common over the next eight years – 

and it’ll be very valuable to have an ally who’s going through the same process as you. 

6: Practice helping your child take their coat off, hanging it up in a special place, and putting it on 

again. This will really help the teacher in a cramped classroom and will make the child feel more in-

dependent at break-time. 

7: It is very common in infant classes for the teacher to ‘bring’ the class to the toilet together, so re-

mind your little one to go then, even if they are absolutely positive they don’t need to go. They do, 

and they will! If they are prone to wetting themselves, make sure you are aware of the school policy 

on changing clothes if the issue arises. Show the child where the bathroom is on the first morning, 

and remind them to wash their hands. 

8: Label everything. And I mean, everything. You don’t want to be buying a new jumper and Peppa Pig 

lunchbox in October. Have all books and copies covered to keep them clean – but try to avoid the 

wallpaper-style covers where the child won’t recognise what book is underneath. The only way we 

can get 30 four-year-olds to pick out the right book is by holding it up and saying ‘Take out this 

book, boys and girls’. If the front of the book is covered up, the child won’t recognise it. 

9: If your child is allergic to anything, make a little card (laminated, if possible) and list those allergies. 

The teacher can then stick this to the desk and inform their colleagues on yard duty, to ensure that 

everyone knows how to care for your child properly. 

10:If you can at all, please teach your child how to write their name. This is a great aid to a teacher if a 

child can identify and label their own worksheet or book, and increases the child’s sense of 



  

11: Many schools operate a ‘line-up’ system in the yard. Most schools will let you walk into the room with 

your child (especially on the first day!) but don’t make a habit of loitering around afterwards. You 

mightn’t realise it, but the 30 minutes’ playtime at the start of the infant’s school day is not only im-

portant social time for your child – it’s also a recognised educational methodology for improving oral lan-

guage and imagination. Don’t let them miss out! 

 

12:  For the first few weeks, try to put your child in shoes that have Velcro clasps. Avoid laces, for obvious 

reasons. 

 

13. Empty the child’s bag everyday – especially in the first few days, where notes and envelopes may be 

sent home.  

 

 

14:  Your little one will probably be exhausted after their first day, so a nap after collection isn’t a    bad 

idea at all. Make time for this in your own schedule and plan this with any childminders, etc.  

 

 

15:  On the subject of men being the ones bringing the kids to school: be assured that the school run 

isn’t just a ‘Mammy’ thing anymore. Don’t hesitate. It seems obvious, but it is something that appears 

time and time again as a discreet issue. There are other Dads there – and they might appreciate the com-

pany!  

 

 

16:  When you’re leaving your child, explain to them that you will be back to collect them, at the very 

place you left them. Of course, if it won’t be you that will be collecting them, you need to tell this to them 

and of course, the teacher.  

 

 

17: Don’t worry, tears are totally normal. They aren’t upset with you, and you’re not a ‘bad’ parent for 

walking away. 

 

 

18: Enjoy the morning and don’t 

cry until you’re in the car/bus on 

the way home. Easier said than 

done! We’ll do all we can to help 

and we know that nothing will 

ever replace your love and de-

votion to your little one – we’re 

just here to help them get on their 

way to great things. 
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Hi everyone, 

My name is Anita and I am an administrator here at Meath Travellers Workshops working 

alongside Sinead to bring you all the up-to date information and news on the Workshops. 

I have been working here on C.E for the last 15 months and love the job and all here. 

I recently went on work-placement from here to Kells Peoples Resource Centre for a week in 

July. I found this placement very interesting and an overall enjoya-

ble experience. 

On the first day I sat in on some staff training and planning and 

helped in the brainstorming session on future ideas and events to 

be run in the centre.  

The rest of the week consisted of helping run the annual summer 

camp activities in which there were 13 children attending. Some of 

the things they took part in were Zumba, Rebounding class, Lego 

Class, and a planetarium came to the centre. This was a giant dome 

that all the kids went in and there were images projected onto the 

roof of the dome showing planets and Jurassic age and more. 

On the last day we held a disco for the kids and the all had great 

fun and showed off their great dance moves even some of the volun-

teers got stuck in…!!!  

Overall I found it very enjoyable and everyone there were very open 

and welcoming and very easy to  get along with. Being there for the 

week helped open my eyes to the running of another community development organisation 

and that it is a very valued part of the community in Kells……!!!  

Also best of luck to Mary who will be heading off on work placement to Crann for 2 weeks 

and we look forward to hearing all about it when she gets back!!! :-) 

 

   

  My week of work placement... 

    GAZA TOY DRIVE 

   We here at Meath Travellers 

Workshops worked in conjunction 

with Gaza Toy Drive to collect  

Toys, Clothes, School stationary 

etc… The aim of this was to provide the children of 

Gaza with some hope in this a very difficult 

time...as we all know Gaza is a war-torn area and 

these children are caught in the middle of vicious 

fighting. Every child deserves toys. 

We would like to sincerely thank everyone who do-

nated to this very worthy cause we here at MTW  were overwhelmed with peoples generosity so 

thanks again to all from us here! 
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   INVOLVE YOUTH PROJECT  

 

In July we held an Anti-Racism World Cup with over 24 participants. The week 

before the our World Cup we attended a Workshop held by Show Racism The 

Red Card Ireland in our own Youth Group in the Unity Centre Windtown. At 

this workshop, Show Racism told us that they would give us 5 free places to 

their Residential Summer Camp in Co. Down.  

5 lucky Involve Youth Project Meath members got selected to attend this week 

long adventure Intercultural camp. Something that has since been described by 

one of our members as “the time of their lives”. The camp took place in the 

YMCA in Newcastle Co. Down . 

 

The camp started on Monday 18th and finished 

on Friday 22nd August and involved participants 

from Dublin, Belfast, Donegal, Mayo, Galway, 

Westmeath, Meath, Offaly and Roscommon.  4 

nationalities were represented among the volun-

teers- British, Irish, Canadian and Ukrainian- 

and 12 represented among the young people- 

British, Irish, Nigerian, South African, Ugandan, 

Egyptian, Malaysian, Indian, Latvian, Lithuani-

an, Russian and Ukrainian. 

 

The camp involved interactive learning activities 

to promote awareness of the issue of racism, how 

it happens and how it impacts on people. We also 

worked to support learning about different cul-

tures and countries to promote a common understanding of issues around the 

world. 

Participants had the opportunity to learn new languages and engage in new ac-

tivities they might never have tried before including bouldering, lazertag and 

zipline as well as a lot of fun team building communications activities and 

sports. 

 

 Show Racism the Red Card Summer Camp Co Down  
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Some pictures from our recent annual summer camp!!!  
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Some pictures from our recent annual summer camp!!!   
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 Megan didn't really like big school!! She told everybody who 

asked “how is school Megan?? That it was “fine”. Her mammy knew 

that she was just pretending because every morning she asked if she 

could stay at home with her to mind Jack her baby brother. 

 Megans aunty lived in Navan and she was her favourite aunty, 

because when she visited she told her stories about her dog Charlie 

and her 2 white cats!! She also had a robin who came for food every 

day  and would sing songs for her. 

 Aunty Frances told Megan that she would send her little robin to 

sing a song for her every morning, but she had to jump out of bed and 

get ready for school when her mammy called her. Then little robin 

would sing his little heart out because he would be so happy!!! 

 

 Now Megan is first ready for school, actually  she cant wait to 

hear little Robins song especially for her!! She hopes he wont get 

tired with all that singing and flying all the way from Navan! 

 

 Now Aunty Frances is so happy that she has asked little Robin to 

build his nest at Megans house so he can be there to sing for her until 

she grows up to be a really big girl and she doesn't need little Robin 

any more!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frances is our receptionist in Meath Travellers Workshops, while managing the phones, she 

can usually be found with a pen in her hand writing a short story. We’re delighted to be able 

to print one of her stories here.  


